O   TIME,   STAY  THY  FLIGHT

but we had no need of others. The theatres, concerts, museums andr
for Janine when I was away, the dressmakers and milliners, sufficed
for a time to fill our lives.

The mill was growing steadily; it now employed almost two
thousand workers. Monsieur Henry, the last survivor of jthe Uncles*
generation, had had his first stroke. One morning he had felt a
tingling in his right hand, that hand which by winding up an
invisible machine had so often cut short my proposals and my
thoughts, and two days later paralysis had immobilized half his
body. Now that man of iron was no more than a living corpse
watched over with insolence and devotion by an ancienf Alsatian
whom he would summon when he had need of his services during
the night by pounding with his cane. Every evening on leaving
the factory the three Fraenckel brothers and the two Herzog
brothers would come to sit by his bedside.

* Any thing new?' he would ask, moving his thickened tongue with
difficulty.

They would answer him in figures: production, orders, prices of
raw materials. To be sure there were certain events abroad: the
campaign in Morocco and the hostility of Germany, but no one
ever mentioned them to him.

My father had finally received the Legion of Honour, after having
been nominated by the Prefect with this handsome citation: 'For
having in 1871-1872 saved for France through his efforts and devo-
tion four hundred Frenchmen. For having founded and supported
numerous charitable institutions. Forty years of industrial activity/
The workmen had greeted this award with a hearty, triumphant
and tumultuous joy which gave him the keenest pleasure. Not only
had one delegation followed another into his ofHce bearing flowers
and the classic bronzes of Barbedienne, but he received numerous
simple letters from spinners and weavers all saying: 'Bravo, Mon-
sieur Ernest, this time the government has done the right thing .. /
It was agreeable and touching to see that this unaffected man had
been judged by those under him at his true1 worth and that work,
impartiality and justice retained their value in the eyes of French
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